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EDITOR’S NOTE

“It's a funny thing about life,” begins a quote that left an indelible impression
on my high-school self: “If you refuse to accept anything but the best, you
very often get it.” Spoken by the English dramatist and novelist W. Somerset
Maugham, the words capture a sentiment that some people on this planet,
especially those featured in this issue of Home Smart Home, not only believe
but truly embody. And oh, what a wonderful life it can be. A life worth living and
thoroughly enjoying, because you're the one in charge, deciding exactly what
bells and which whistles should accompany your drummer self as life's beat
goes on and on... | don't know about you, but that sounds like music to me.

So keep that in mind as you breeze through the following pages and enjoy a
peek into a few other people’s lives from all over the globe. You'll read how home
automation technology is making its way to a pocket (or two) of paradise to ensure
island dwellers always stay stress-free. You may also learn a tip or two from an
NFL’er on how to keep games front-and-center, even when you're off the field,
and downstairs in the basement. And if you're impressed by such a man cave, just
wait until you see the fan cave we captured and documented near Chicago!

You'll wonder what Mr. Rogers would think of the neighborhood we visited
in Spring, Texas, where every home has a purpose and every purpose, well...
you can actually purchase for your own home—right from a touch screen
tablet. This version of “Main Street” may go mainstream in a town near
you before you know it. And finally, in a land far, far away, we'll make sure
you feel like a sultan as you slip through secret passageways and enjoy
a soak with a view in this Middle East masterpiece of a penthouse.

Ah, living, according to “the best.” Just accept it, | say.

Shanan M. Carney
editor@control4.com
Control4 Creative Director
Editor, Home Smart Home
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WHAT'S NEW?
Make a Splash with OS 2.6

By far the coolest—and coolest
looking—Control4® operating
system released to date. Explore
new artists with ease; enjoy
favorite albums; find obscure
songs from online streaming
services; and play, save, and
groom playlists. Control your
pool or spa and set heating
options from your mobile
device with a sleek, new-look
interface. And put new sensors
for door locks, water, smoke,
carbon monoxide (and more!) to
work as you control them from
any device. Learn more about
the elegant and exciting new
possibilities for your Control4
system at control4.com.

The Importance of
—arnest Media Distribution

Darryl Wilkinson, Guest Contributor

y father was a pioneer

in multi-room audio,

although he had no

idea of it at the time. In

fact, even today, if you

mention the terms “multi-room audio”
or “media distribution,” he’ll wonder
just what the heck it is that you're
babbling about. Thankfully, that’s not
due to any age-related forgetfulness.
For him, having music and television
in multiple places throughout the
house is such a basic concept that it
doesn’t require a special name. He'd
give you the same quizzical look if
you’d said “multi-room electricity”
or “HVAC distribution”—although,
interestingly enough, when he was a
kid his family’s house didn’t have either.
I, on the other hand, can’t remember

a time when we didn’t have radios in
the bathroom, the kitchen, and the
garage, as well as a console stereo
plus a TV in the living room. As time
went on, the living room TV grew
larger (and dad finally bought a color
set), with smaller TVs appearing in the

This App
Is on FIRE!

Is it getting hot in here?
The Control4 App is
among the first apps
available for customers
on the new Amazon®
Fire phone! Now
Control4 customers
can command and
control their homes
from virtually any
mobile device or tablet,
including iPhones,
iPads, Android smart
phones or tablets,

Fewer components, more entertainment: Store your satelite receiver, Blu-ray player, TiVo
DVR, Roku player, etc. in one centralized location but enjoy them anywhere in the house.

The Key to Your Ultimate + Smart Dream Home

Recognizing tech-savvy homeowners expect convenience and control in this
internet-connected world, Toll Brothers, a leading national builder of luxury
homes, joins a host of regional and local builders to give home buyers the
option to include Control4 smart home automation technology into their new
homes. The combination of form and function, particularly with personalized

automation solutions, is transforming new houses into dream homes.

or a web browser.

_f
Stay in Control

facebook.com/control4fans
twitter.com/control4
youtube.com/control4fans
pinterest.com/control4

REBECCA HENRY PHOTOGRAPHY

kitchen and a of couple bedrooms. In
its most basic sense, | always lived with multi-room audio/
video. But, that version of having music and TV in more than
one room of the house wasn’t much more than a collection
of independent electronic gadgets, each operating as if
it were the center of its own media universe. Using this
whole-house “system” was easy because it never involved
much more than flipping the power switch and twisting the
knob of an analog tuner. It wasn’t terribly convenient and it
was definitely not very flexible. (And those mono AM/FM
radios and tiny TV speakers didn’t sound that great, either.)
The modern version of multi-room audio/video—or whole-
home media distribution, if you will—is just as simple (often
simpler) to use, sounds way better, is much more useful, and

has the big bonus of being highly adaptable and expandable.
Think of how one of Apple’s current iPhones stacks up
against one of last-century’s venerable Sony Walkman
portable cassette players. In a way, portable media devices
like Walkmans and iPhones were/are the epitome of “multi-
room media-distribution;” they go anywhere you go. But of
course, the Walkman was limited to playing analog cassette
tapes. And you could forget about randomized playback...or
changeable playlists...or instantly downloading new music...
or playing movies..well, you get the picture. (And better
sound, too.) Not to mention the fact that listening to music
through headphones isn’t exactly the kind of thing that makes
you popular at parties or during dinner with your family.




You see, it’s an incredibly elevated
experience to have separate (built-
in or in-room) speakers in multiple
rooms—and maybe a TV too—all
connected to the home’s media
distribution system. It’s not only
that your listening choices suddenly
border on the infinite—including
satellite or terrestrial radio stations,
streaming internet services (such as
Napster, Rhapsody, Tuneln, Pandora
or Spotify), podcasts, your entire
digital music collection, or potentially
music and podcasts stored on a family
member’s or friend’s smartphone.
Thanks to the magic of matrix
switches, you can listen to (or watch)
different sources simultaneously, too.

In my case, the touch screens and
keypads that are part of the Control4
home automation system installed
in my house are programmed with
buttons that provide one-press access
to my family’s most popular sources.
But if one of us is in the mood for

something different—say | want to
listen to BBC news in the kitchen as |
make breakfast and my daughter wants
to listen to a Pandora station while she’s
in the bathroom—it’s only a matter of
a few more button presses to get to
what each of us is looking for. Because
of the multitude of things to watch or
listen to, it’s a system that all of us want
to use. Just as important is the fact
that it’s quick and convenient to use,
which is why all of us actually do use
it. And because the system isn’t limited
to one single room at a time, we often
get double, triple, and even quadruple
benefits out of it whenever we’re not
all in the same room at the same time.

Every now and then when we
actually do find ourselves in the same
room together, it’s usually in the home
theater room. One of the most recent
times included my newly-married son
and daughter-in-law. We took the
opportunity to go through all of the
wedding photos we had. But rather

than crowd around the small screen of
a laptop or hand our smartphones back
and forth, we sat comfortably on the
couch and—thanks to the ability of the
whole-house media system to reachinto
every digital nook and cranny where
each of us had stored our photos—
relived the event on the 55-inch flat-
screen in the front of the room. It made
me think of the times when my dad
would fire up the slide projector to look
at vacation pictures. Unfortunately, the
whole process back then was such an
ordeal that we didn’t do it all that often.

Can a person live a complete and
fulfilling life without a whole-home
media distribution system? Well, sure.
| guess. But, as my early-adopter father
can testify, life is so much nicer with
it. And now that electronic media
has become such an integral part
of our daily lives, | don’t think it will
be long before people start being
surprised when a house doesn’t
have a media distribution system. R

LIGHTS, CAMERA, AUTOMATION!

What was once possible only in the fevered imaginings
of Hollywood screenwriters is now an everyday reality,
thanks to Control4. With that in mind, we thought it would
be fun to take a look back at home automation in film and
television, and see how the anachronistic representations
of yesteryear compare with the modern realities of today.

If there’s one town where the home automation
craze caught on early, it’s Hollywood. For more than
60 years, movies and TV have been showing us home
automation at its best, and worst. Most of these
depictions are portrayals of what were, at the time, only
imaginary technologies. My how times have changed!

M The House of Tomorrow

A seminal vision of the thrilling (and hilarious) possibilities of home automation, Tex Avery’s
animated short showed us the future—and it was funny. A wry satire on modern family life, this
cartoon features a house with everything: from an automatic sandwich maker to an all-electric
razor to a multi-screen TV. Just be careful of that exploding super-atomic oven!

Not ready for a super-atomic oven? With Control4 automation and luxury appliances from
manufacturers like Sub-Zero and Wolf, your kitchen will make the year 2050 seem like the
Stone Age.




BITS & PIECES

Roboticists at MIT have created
a robot that can put flat-pack
IKEA furniture together all by
itself. It has a specialized gripper
hand that can grab the pieces
and put the product together
with no human help.

In 2013, Yahoo ranked
the “Most Asked
Questions” which
included the likes of:

“WHEN DO THE
CLOCKS CHANGE?”

2 “WHAT IS MY
IP ADDRESS?”

3 “HOW DO | CHANGE
MY PASSWORD?”

4%

of internet users have
posted original photos
or videos to websites.

/%

share photos or videos they
found elsewhere online.

For big laughs &
little-did-you-knows

| am not allowed, for
security reasons, to
have an iPhone.

—US President Barack Obama,
in a speech to some young
folks at the White House

IN 1979

Whatever your heart desires.
Literally. Musical Heart, part
of the Septimu project going
on in Microsoft Research, is
a smart earbud that—based
on biofeedback—tells a
smartphone to recommend,
play, and share music that is
suitable for the user's mood,
health, and situation.

NO KISSING
COUSINS!

An app created by
three University of
Iceland software
engineering students
helps natives avoid
accidental incest. By
touching phones, the
app detects whether

you are too close
to each other on a

family tree! Sielent diseco \silant disko\

n: A modern dance event phenomenon
in which the music is broadcasted

and distributed via FM-transmitter to
the participant’'s headphones rather
than speakers.

a Brit named
Kane Kramer
submitted a
patent that
almost perfectly
resembles an
iPod. He even
went as far as
predicting a
need for DRM
and a way

to distribute
the music.
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OPPOSITE: CBC.CA, CYTHINGS.COM, ENWIKIPEDIA.ORG, BLOGS.DISCOVERMAGAZINE.COM, MCIOINC.COM

4

: 3
Even if we use the

Space Telescope tolle
MC10, a Cambridge, Massachusetts based at th_e moc_)n, a fOOtbaH
startup, is developing virtually invisible, stadium-sized ObjeCt [

conformal, and wearable electronics made of WOU|d appear as one plXQ' '

micro and nano-scale electronic structures '.,_,:.L".dr
one fifth the width of a human hair! 3.t

'




GCAME
CHANGER

A FORMER NFL PLAYER USES
SMART-HOME TECHNOLOGY
TO KEEP TABS ON ANEW HOME

ow do you tackle building a smart home when you’re

a former NFL star? You have a ball. We can’t tell you

the name of this retired athlete (he’d prefer to remain

anonymous), but we can say that he is thrilled with

how Control4 simplified his large and luxurious family
home. Let’s kick things off and check out this stately spread.

Just outside of Indianapolis you'll find Carmel, Indiana, where gated
communities nestle near touches of country—trees, creeks, and fields. It's here
in Carmel where our homeowner decided to build a home for his family of four
(with another on the way) four years ago. And, from the very beginning, the
project was a true team effort. “We worked with TJ West Designs,” explains
the owner. “TJ really did a fantastic job, working with me and my wife, getting

The automation
system works
behind the

scenes, letting

the homeowner's
decor take center
stage: lively colors,
NFL memorabilia,
and all that jazz.

Project installation by
Millennium Sounds
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both of our styles, bringing them
together and making the house
modern and contemporary, but
still very relaxing for our family.”

As the homeowners strategized,
they decided automation was a
critical part of the plan. Having a
pre-game strategy was necessary,
given the size of their future dream
home—17,000 square feet. “This is a
very big project,” says Bill Lehman
of Millennium Sounds, the project
installer. And how did Control4 get
on the roster? “We knew we wanted
a control solution. There was a
budget in mind, and Control4 did
everything that the owners wanted
within their budget.”

“When we saw Control4, we
really fell in love,” the owner
notes. Right away, the team from
Millennium Sounds began its
pre-game workouts, huddling up
with the builders, going through
the blueprints room by room,
incorporating the customer’s
wishes into each area. “We also
worked very closely with the
interior designer,” explains Lehman.
“They helped with touch screen
placement, lighting control,
everything. We wanted the house to
look as good as they did.” Two years
later, the house was completed.

Automation touches nearly
every room. “We have twenty TVs
throughout the house, with several
sources of video,” Bill notes. “We
also have several zones of audio
throughout, and touch screens
in most every room.” That ease
of accessibility really makes a
difference in the family’s daily
activities, as the owner explains:
“This house is lived in. We use every
square inch of the home. And it’s

Individual audio zones keep the wacky kids’
music separate from the piano room (mom'’s
in-house hideaway), above. Outdoor music, the
poolhouse TV, and backyard lights can all be
fired up from the owner's phone, below.
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The future is now

Leaf Ultra HD - HDCP 2.2 Compliant Video and Audio Matrices

e UltraHD Video 4K 30-4K 604:2:0

e HDCP 2.2 Compliant

e HDBaseT Class A and Class B models with POH

e Coaxial Digital Audio inputs

e Multi-zone variable line level audio outputs with Bass and Treble control
e Variable audio Delay for Lip-sync correction

e Ultra compact POH HDBaseT Receivers

e DD 5.1 downmixing models comingin Q2 2015























































































