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New York’s ‘Kitchen’
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EDITOR’S NOTE
THE WORLD IS GETTING SMARTER.

Clearly, I don’t mean we’re all getting more intelligent (US presidential candidates, 

case in point), but smart homes are increasing in number all over the globe. In this 

issue we spotlight home automation at its most ingenious, from Colorado to New 

England, from England to South Africa, and from Canada to the south of France. 

As an aficionado of smart home case studies, I’ve seen one motif again and again: 

The homeowner calls in a Control4 Dealer for a kick-a home theater or “just smart 

lighting,” then realizes how amazing whole-home automation can be and decides 

to outfit the rest of the house with all the bells and whistles. In this issue, you’ll 

notice how the magic of lighting shines its beautiful benefits again and again. 

You’ll see how a couple in the high desert has trained their smart home to light their house 

per their different preferences come morning, noon, and night, all completely hands-free. 

You’ll experience the exquisitely designed lighting of the hottest new restaurant in the UK, the 

clean, white light of a house that is itself a celebrity in Ontario, and the sparkling-blue waters 

of the Mediterranean reflecting sunshine as a smart yacht luxuriously rides the waves.

And how about a little heaven in the center of “hell”? A church in New York’s Hell’s 

Kitchen has become a smart home so decked out it practically sings “Hallelujah!” 

Now, if I may quote those famous words…Let there be light!
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WHAT’S NEW?

STAY IN CONTROL
control4.com/blog

facebook.com/control4fans 

twitter.com/control4

youtube.com/control4automation 

pinterest.com/control4

NEW! C4 ON IG. 
@control4_smart_home

This new family of Control4 

home controllers are priced to 

deliver power, performance, 

reliability and high-impact 

entertainment experiences 

for every smart home. 

EA-1: Family Room 

Entertainment
A smart entertainment 
experience connects and 
automates all of your audio 
and video devices with a 
single remote—starting 
at just $600 MSRP! 

EA-3: Smart Home & 

High-Resolution Audio 
Advanced audio architecture 
and multiple audio zones 
stream high-resolution music 
throughout the home. 

EA-5: The Ultimate Smart 

Home Experience
Crisp, clear audio and 
robust horsepower connect 
and automate hundreds of 
devices in large homes.

Exceptional Entertainment 
and Automation Solutions

The Control4 iOS app now includes 

a native Watch app. Quickly and 

easily access your home, right 

from your wrist. Control the audio 

or video in a room, access custom 

buttons, activate a lighting scene 

or turn on only one light.

Smart Watch, 
Smart Home
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“If you thought the HC-800 was fast and plenty capable, 

take a look at the EA-5. It will blow your mind.” 

—Steve Randazzo
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turn, can then program against 

it. Say the motion sensor is used 

as an alarm trigger at night in the 

downstairs part of the house, but 

not in the upstairs. If the owner gets 

up in the middle of the night and 

goes downstairs to grab a snack, 

the alarm would be tripped. But 

the History tab allows sequential 

“If/Then” programming, such as if 

motion is detected in the upstairs 

part of the house just before it 

is detected downstairs, then it 

knows not to trigger the alarm. 

ALWAYS OCCUPIED 

The Control4 Mockupancy™ 

capability makes even more practical 

use of smart home event indexing. 

It remembers patterns and can be 

programmed to repeat them. Think 

of it as a “whole-home” DVR.

If the old method was setting 

lights on timers to give that lived-

in feel to outsiders while the 

family is away on vacation, the 

new method is to tie in that smart 

lighting with media and any other 

automated features. TVs can go 

on and off, music can play in the 

back yard, blinds open and close 

and more. It can all be programmed 

to mimic the homeowner’s actual 

patterns, and the schedule can 

be randomized plus or minus a 

half hour. There’s no better theft 

deterrent than a house that seems 

bustling with life and activity. 

ONE TAP AWAY

The advent of wireless security 

naturally led to full mobile control, 

as well. Security panels no longer 

need to be hard-wired into the wall 

by the front door—now they’ve 

been re-imagined for touch screens, 

tablets, and mobile phones. 

If one wakes up in the middle 

of the night to an alarm going off 

in another part of the house, he 

or she can now reach over to the 

nightstand, grab their mobile device, 

and with one tap, the home security 

system is dialing the authorities.

With more technical capabilities, 

more versatility, and the holistic 

connectivity of whole-home 

automation, the resources are there 

for anyone to make their castle 

into a well-defended fortress. ■

There’s no better 

theft deterrent 

than a house that 

seems bustling with 

life and activity. 

The FBI reports that in 2014 we 

had 1,121,416 residential burglaries 

nationwide. Spacing those out 

evenly across the entire year gives 

us one burglary every 28 seconds. 

But here’s the good news: that 

number is down 10% from 2013. In 

fact, that statistic has been steadily 

dropping each year since 2011. Not 

coincidentally, by 2011, more than 

75% of U.S. homes were connected 

to the Internet. Wireless home 

monitoring was the new trend. 

Now, in 2016, that trend is hotter 

than ever. Industry advancements 

and enhancements have taken 

residential security to a whole new 

level, specifically when it comes to 

smart homes. Creating a “burglar-

unfriendly” environment has never 

been simpler. (Or more ingenious!)

SMART SURVEILLANCE

Lilin has introduced an intelligent 

video solution—a camera that allows 

the user to define an area within the 

field of view for motion detection. 

For instance, one could train the 

camera on the front face of a house 

and specify the area directly in front 

of a window for motion detection. 

If there is movement within those 

specified coordinates, it will trigger 

an alarm. But if the bushes below 

the window blow in the breeze, it 

will raise no alarm, even though 

they, too, are on camera.  

And with smart homes, everything 

works together. The camera’s 

function can be tied in with 

other security tactics. It can be 

programmed so that once motion 

is detected in front of the window, 

the lights inside that very room turn 

on at full brightness, an audible 

alarm begins to blare, and push 

notifications are sent to the owner 

and anyone else on the call list.

SECRET HISTORY

Security systems grow more 

intelligent each year. In the most 

recent operating system from 

Control4, all smart home “events” 

—motion in an area in the house, 

doors opening, alarms tripped, 

etc.—can be indexed and kept 

in sequence as a searchable 

history. Seeing all the daily activity 

in context like this allows the 

homeowner to better identify false 

alarms and to create more custom-

tailored security procedures.

If the owner receives an alert 

that motion was detected inside 

the home, he or she can quickly 

check the History tab to see if any 

doors had been opened, window 

glass broken, or any other sensor 

triggered before the motion was 

detected. If they see no previous 

events, they can chalk it up to the 

dog moving around the house. 

If, however, they see a more 

conspicuous sequence, they know 

to immediately alert the authorities.

At a glance, the History tab 

shows the homeowner his or her 

own patterns. The homeowner, in 

SMART. SAFE. SECURE.
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LIGHTS, CAMERA, AUTOMATION!

Blade Runner (1982)

Ridley Scott’s greatest film depicts a grim and gritty future of never-ending rain, where a burnt-out cop 

must track down a band of renegade replicants—genetically engineered androids who are all too human. 

Moody and atmospheric, the movie showcases several memorable examples of home automation, including 

dimming windows, motion-sensitive lights and, of course, the Voight-Kampff machine. (Okay, that last one 

wasn’t automated, but it was still awesome.)

With a Control4 system, you can automate your windows and lights, link them to motion sensors, and 

program them based on your own remembered usage patterns. But are they really your memories—or 

somebody else’s?

If there’s one town where the home automation 
craze caught on early, it’s Hollywood. For 
more than 60 years, movies and TV have been 
showing us home automation at its best (and 
worst). Most of these depictions are portrayals 
of what were, at the time, only imaginary 
technologies. My, how times have changed! 

What was once possible only in the fevered 
imaginings of Hollywood screenwriters can now 
be an everyday reality with automation. With that 
in mind, we thought it would be fun to take a look 
back at home technology in film and television, and 
see how the representations of yesteryear compare 
with today’s realities.

We’ve Got Your Back ...

We’ve got the cables to optimize your audio and video—to help make

music, comedies and dramas, horror films and sports, and even

political debates—as compelling as possible. 

Technically competent design, superior materials, noise prevention 

and dissipation—all contribute to better preserving audio and 

video than any other premium cables. Analog or digital,

real-time or packetized, AudioQuest cables won’t

corrupt the signal or compromise your pleasure.

AQ Cinnamon HDMI cables, shown here, and many more 

models and applications, are available through your 

Control4 dealer.
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BITS & PIECES For big laughs and
little-did-you-knows

That’s the year Marvin Minsky, along with the computer scientist 
John McCarthy, founded the Artificial Intelligence Laboratory at MIT. 

An ingestible sensor, 
developed by researchers from MIT, could 

allow doctors to monitor vital signs by 

listening to the body’s gastrointestinal 

tract. The device could help treat “chronic 

illnesses, monitor soldiers in battle, or even 

help athletes train more effectively.

Microsoft HoloLens and Volvo are developing a new 
holographic technology that would let potential car buyers view 
safety feature demonstrations, see car customization options, and 
even take part in virtual test drives without leaving the showroom.

Now, when Facebook 
users update their 
relationship status after a 
breakup, they’ll be asked 
if they’d like to see less of 
their ex without having to 
unfriend or block them.

Get a Li-Fi
After testing Li-Fi in offices 
and industrial environments 
in Tallinn, Estonia, scientists 
report that they can achieve 
data transmission at 1 GB 
per second—that’s 100 
times faster than current 
average Wi-Fi speeds.

Instagram 

users 

share over 

70 million 

photos 

a day!
Microsoft 
HoloLens 

devices are 
expected 
to begin 

shipping in the 
first quarter 

of 2016.

Photos with 
faces get 

38 percent 
more likes

Designed by DFRobot, Vortex 
is a new programmable robot that 
functions as an interactive toy and 
an educational tool. Yes, it plays with 
children, but better yet, teaches them 
the basics of programming, too. 

The Artificial Intelligence

(AI) system developed by 
Japan’s National Institute 
of Informatics is now 
smart enough to pass the 
country’s college entrance 
exam, scoring 511 out of 
950 possible points. (The 
national average is 416.)

Neurosurgeon Phil Kennedy, 
a pioneer in brain-machine 
interfaces that enable patients 
to control computers with their 
minds, is trying to build a system 
that will translate imagined 
speech into computer speech so 
that severely paralyzed people 
could “talk” just by thinking.

195970 percent of Instagram users 
come from  outside of the U.S.

Nothing “complicated” 

about this...
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SAFE AND SOUND
A New England family uses 

automation to add security 

and comfort to their home

or any family, the best feeling in the 

world is of being protected protected 

at home, and today, homeowners 

are using smart home technology to 

make their homes safer than ever. In a 

picturesque neighborhood outside Manchester 

in southern New Hampshire, one busy family of 

four is just beginning to enjoy the added layers 

of security their home automation system gives 

them—as well as more than a few unexpected 

upgrades in comfort and convenience.

Both parents in this family are fairly tech-

savvy, so when they were building their new 

home, they knew they wanted to incorporate 

home automation. Their architect called 

in Complete AV for the install. Above all 

else, the owners wanted to make the home 

secure. Beyond that, they weren’t sure what 

an automation system could deliver. So the 

Every regular visitor 
has their own entry 
code, so the owners 
can keep tabs on 
who comes and goes 
on a daily basis.

Project installation by 
Complete AV

F
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Complete AV team knew a flexible 

Control4 system was the way to 

go. “These customers didn’t know 

100 percent what they wanted, 

so we used Control4 to build a 

system that could be added upon 

easily as the family settles into 

the home and realizes the full 

potential of their system,” notes 

Complete AV owner Jason Hillard. 

Today, the robust system features 

five video zones, 10 audio zones, 

60 zones of security, eight security 

cameras, a full Centralized Lighting 

system with 60 lighting loads, some 

40 window blinds and four door 

locks. Despite the variety of branded 

products (TruAudio speakers, Yale 

door locks and SurgeX power 

protectors), everything works 

harmoniously on the Control4 

system. “It just made good sense 

for us to go with Control4,” Jason 

adds. “They’re all certified partner 

Control4 products, so we know 

they’re going to work seamlessly.”

And, as promised, the house is 

now super-safe. “We’ve created 

a very secure home,” notes Rick 

Hartley, Complete AV owner. The 

owners can control the house 

alarm system from any phone, TV 

or interface in the house. They can 

trigger the alarm from upstairs if 

they see something suspicious on 

a security camera image, which 

they can view from any TV in the 

house. Within the home, certain 

lights go on when those areas of the 

house are occupied. “The system 

provides a completely secure barrier 

around the house,” Rick adds.

Like any home with a garage 

(and kids), the garage doors are 

sometimes left open accidentally, 

which is an obvious security issue, 

leaving the home open to theft. But 

here, during a harsh New England 

winter, leaving a garage door open 

can also be a costly mistake, as 

outside cold air can cause pipes 

to freeze and make a mountain of 

damage. Fortunately, here there’s 

an automated fix: LED indicators on 

the Touch Screens show the owners 

if garage doors are open (red light) 

or closed (green light). “They can 

just look at a keypad and see the 

status of their doors,” Rick notes. “In 

a large house like this, that’s a great 

time saver.” And at night, the system 

automatically checks the status of 

the garage doors at regular intervals 

and closes them if they are open.

In a family like this one, in which 

both parents work away from the 

home, having remote access to the 

house is key. “They both live a fairly 

busy lifestyle,” Jason notes. The 

owners can operate the security 

cameras, arm or disarm the house 

or open doors, all from their offices. 

The system features unique entrance 

codes for anyone who needs access 

to the house: grandparents, the nanny, 

contractors, and landscapers—even 

the Complete AV team have their 

own code. When someone enters a 

door, the owners are alerted by text. 

Cameras take pictures of the entrance 

and email a still picture of the visitor, 

as well. If someone is coming or going, 

these owners will know as it happens.

And when the entire family goes 

on vacation, the system stays home 

and works. If the heat drops below 

a specified temperature in chilly 

New Hampshire, the owners get a 

Images from the 
security camera 
on the front 
porch can be 
viewed on any 
Touch Screen 
or television 
in the house. 

We’ve created a very secure home. 

The system provides a compete 

secure barrier around the house.
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text at their beachside vacation 

in Florida, and they can send 

a repair person to handle it.

But not every feature of 

this fine system is focused on 

security—some features just make 

life easier. One family favorite 

lets mom and dad get a little 

extra shut-eye after the wee ones 

wake up early. At certain times 

in the morning, the kids can fire 

up their favorite TV channels 

like Disney Jr. or Nickelodeon, 

with one button press on the 

Touch Screen in the living room. 

With the system complete, 

Jason and his team are proud 

of the large number of moving 

parts and subsystems, all 

humming smoothly within 

the Control4 system. “On this 

project, we got to show off 

what Control4 can do in a 

medium to larger-sized home.”

So, the installers are happy. 

What about the owners? “They 

love the system,” says Jason. 

“It’s really awesome,” one of the 

owners remarks. “I love having 

absolutely no wires anywhere.” 

They particularly love being 

able to control everything no 

matter where they might be, 

and the support and availability 

of the install team throughout 

the process. Some features 

The alarm 
system covers 
every door and 
window in the 
4,600-square-
foot home, 
upstairs and 
downstairs. 

they thought they’d never use have 

become great conveniences, like being 

able to open the third garage door 

from the kitchen for the frequently 

visiting grandparents. Even with the 

constant stream of visitors, everyone 

can use the system. “Nannies, 

parents, babysitters, everyone can 

turn on a TV,” the owner continues. 

The owners also love the ability 

to customize the system as they 

learn it and grow with it. “They can 

make simple changes themselves, 

or if we need to get involved, 90 

percent of the time we can make 

the changes remotely,” Jason says.

And so, what started as a basic 

security system has become much 

more, but the original goal—and 

result—remains the same: to increase 

safety and security for this New 

Hampshire family, whether they’re 

home or not. “It totally provides 

peace of mind,” the owner adds. 

“I love everything about it.” ■


















































